Egiyan et al. [1] claimed the first observation of a 3-nucleon Short Range Correlation (SRC) plateau in inclusive A/ 3 He (e, e ) ratios at x B = Q 2 /2mω > 2; yet, a subsequent measurement at a higher momentum transfer did not observe a plateau in Fomin et al. [2] . While the difference could be due to a Q 2 dependence, it would be unexpected [3] especially since the two measurements agreed in the x B < 2 region.
The experiments did use very different electron spectrometers. Fomin et al. used a small solid angle spectrometer with an energy resolution, δE/E ≈ 10 −3 ; while Egiyan et al. used a large acceptance spectrometer with δE/E ≈ 10 −2 [4] . While both experiments presented their data in x B , they measured scattering electron energies to determine ω = E beam − E . Fig. 1 shows the Egiyan et al. 4 He/ 3 He ratios and 3 He cross section as a function of ω for a central
The binning is finest where both ω (i.e. E E) and the cross section are relatively small. Small bins where a cross section is decreasing rapidly, especially near a kinematic end point, can be very susceptible to resolution and bin migration effects. In Fig. 2 , the Egiyan the uncertainties at x B > 2 do not scale as expected from the cross section or as seen by Fomin. To see if smearing could resolve the discrepancy in the x B > 2 region, a Monte Carlo simulation was written which used the individual 4 He and 3 He (e,e') cross sections [5, 6] to produce the ratios for different electron resolutions.
The results of the simulation, the histograms in Fig. 2 , show that by decreasing the electron resolution from ideal to Gaussian width of 1.5% shifts the expected results dramatically from a ratio that is increasing rapidly with x B to one that is nearly flat. While in the experiment there may well be non-Gaussian tails on the reconstructed resolution, it is clear from this simple simulation, that a small amount of smearing can resolve the discrepancy between the data sets. To see if this ansatz is correct, we checked kinematically unphysical x B > 2 deuteron data from the large acceptance spectrometer and it indeed revealed long momentum tails in the x B > 2 region. In conclusion, while the x B > 1 two-nucleon scaling plateau has stood the test of multiple measurements, the claim of a three-nucleon scaling plateau was likely a resolution effect and has not been reproduced. It is possible that at even higher Q 2 such a three-nucleon plateau may yet reveal itself.
